
 

 Whiskey Stump-Green Key Paddle Information Sheet 

Description: This paddle takes you down along the coast south of  Bullfrog Creek 

and around mangrove islands and bays. Whiskey Stump Key and Green Key are the orig-

inal Tampa Bay Sanctuary islands. Protected since 1934, the birds of Green Key moved 

to the Alafia Bank islands in the 1960s. A handsome mangrove island, Green Key today 

provides important foraging and loafing habitats for birds. The seagrass meadows and 

oyster bars around the key are excellent bird feeding sites. Whiskey Stump Key, a quarter

-mile away, was the site of the warden's residence from 1934 until the 1960s. In a quiet 

stand of cabbage palms on this natural island stands a monument erected in memory of 

Dr. H.R. Mills, a Tampa pathologist who was the driving force behind the establishment of 

the Sanctuary and for many years its strongest supporter. This paddle takes you down 

along the coast south of  Bullfrog Creek and around mangrove islands and bays.  

Skill Level: Intermediate 

Distance/Approximate Time: 7.6 Miles/4 Hours  

Launch Site: Below the Waterline (Bullfrog Creek) Bait & Tackle Shop Ramp 

Special Considerations: Paddling on medium to high tide recommended. Open wa-

ter paddling along the shoreline. Launch fee. 

 

 

 

Skill Level Definitions 

Beginner: New to paddling and may need tips and or instructions about paddling strokes, 
safety procedures, and entering/exiting kayaks. Comfortable on short trips of 1 to 3 miles on pro-
tected waters, when wind does not exceed 5 mph. 
Novice: Paddlers acquainted with basic paddle stokes and can manage kayak handling in-
dependently in winds not exceeding 10 mph on protected waters. Comfortable on trips up to 6 
miles. 
Intermediate: Paddlers with experience in basic strokes and some experience on different 
venues, including some open water. Comfortable on trip distances of 6 to 10 miles, winds not ex-
ceeding 15 mph. 
Advanced: Seasoned paddlers who possess skills and experience to paddle all venues and 
conditions. Experienced in self-rescues. Should be comfortable paddling more than 10 miles in a 
day. 
 
 

NOTE: Great care has been taken to ensure this guides accuracy, but weather, tides, and water conditions can change rapidly 

and create hazardous conditions. These maps are for visual reference only, please consult NOAA Charts for navigation. Paddlers 

should have all proper safety equipment and check conditions before departure. All paddlers 

should always wear PFDs while on the water, and leave a float plan. There are inherent dangers in any 

paddle sport. There are special hazards along the Florida coast due to shifting tides, changing wind and 

S9 Day Paddles - Hillsborough Bay 


